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Summary

• OPTUS is proposing to install five new 4G base 
stations within Iluka including two on Romano 
Crescent

• OPTUS states these are required to deliver
improved 4G coverage

• However, tests show that the existing OPTUS 
4G coverage in Iluka is very good, with 
download speeds even exceeding 50 MB/s on 
Romano Crescent

• Information letters delivered to affected 
properties within 50m of the proposed sites 
include a misleading ‘Indicative installation’ 
image.   This photo does not portray the 
proposed design which is over 7m tall and 
highly obtrusive 

• The Environmental EME Report (Electro-
Magnetic Energy) included with the letter 
specify radiation exposure levels at 1.5m 
above ground

• However, many houses surrounding the 
proposed sites are two storey.  Exposure 
levels at 5-6m above ground are likely to be 
significantly higher than those stated

• Research shows house prices are negatively 
impacted relative to proximity of visible base 
stations

• Other proposed sites within Iluka have been
rejected due to proximity to residential 
properties.

• Why then does OPTUS believe Romano 
Crescent is suitable?



Proposed and Existing Base Station Locations

Existing Base 
Stations

Proposed 
Base Stations



Existing OPTUS Coverage within Iluka
• At 6pm on Sunday 6th October OPTUS download speeds were 

tested at various locations within Iluka

• The results are shown on the right and below

• It is clear that existing download speeds are very good, 
exceeding 10Mbps at all locations tested, and even reaching 
58Mbps at the location of one of the proposed sites on Romano 
Crescent

• ADDITIONAL BASE STATIONS ARE NOT REQUIRED
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Misrepresentation of Proposed Design
• The letter distributed to local residents 

includes an ‘Indicative installation’ image 
as shown below 

• However, the proposed installation shown below 
incorporates a large, highly obtrusive transmitter 
array atop the existing iconic Iluka lamp pole – a 
vast difference



Electromagnetic Energy (EME) Exposure 

• The proposed transmitters are 7.15m 
above ground

• The information letter includes 
calculated EME levels at various 
distances 1.5m above ground

• Many properties surrounding the 
proposed sites are 2-storey

• Exposure levels are likely to be 
significantly higher at 5-6m above 
ground; the typical bedroom height of 
surrounding properties

• OPTUS did not include EME levels at 
these heights

https://www.arpansa.gov.au/research/surveys/
environmental-electromagnetic-energy-reports

https://www.arpansa.gov.au/research/surveys/environmental-electromagnetic-energy-reports


Paper on property value impact

https://link.springer.co
m/epdf/10.1007/s100
18-017-0190-
9?shared_access_toke
n=pdkFPr6ZOCGXAy_7
YgoUNve4RwlQNchNB
yi7wbcMAY58CBhQkEg
QsFo_i8HtdgQMoZEh
W9k3qQAjjkExC4545H
RYBrstvza5-
QFyxzAUdYC3u_bp_ClS
9M_H07vfRzheIAPaH
WUiD70U83a2rxYxpg%
3D%3D

Link:

https://link.springer.com/epdf/10.1007/s10018-017-0190-9?shared_access_token=pdkFPr6ZOCGXAy_7YgoUNve4RwlQNchNByi7wbcMAY58CBhQkEgQsFo_i8HtdgQMoZEhW9k3qQAjjkExC4545HRYBrstvza5-QFyxzAUdYC3u_bp_ClS9M_H07vfRzheIAPaHWUiD70U83a2rxYxpg%3D%3D


Site Selection

• OPTUS previously considered 
several other locations for the 
transmitters including the light 
pole adjacent to 8 Whitewater 
Lookout Drive

• This site was assessed unsuitable 
and rejected. The reason given as 
it is “Located adjacent to multiple 
residential properties.”

• Why then does OPTUS think 
Romano Crescent is suitable?


